CHAPTER IV
SAMPLING
THE correct sampling of oils is a very difficult matter,
and one that requires very careful attention. It is
frequently done, however, in a careless manner, and
perhaps there is no other one reason that causes so
many misunderstandings and disputes in the oil trade
as incorrect samples. Practically all oil, it may be said,
is sold on the basis of sample submitted to the buyer
by the seller, or on analysis of sample by a chemist.
If now the sample does not correctly represent the lot
of oil which is being offered for sale, trouble is sure to
arise, and this is the cause of most of the " claims )J
in the trade. The buyer very seldom sees the lot of
oil he buys until it is delivered to him.
One of the chief difficulties in getting a correct sample
of a lot of oil is the presence of water, foots, insoluble
matter of various kinds, etc. After oil has been standing
for some time, or has been shipped some distance, these
settle to the bottom of the container, and to get a
correct sample must again be mixed with the bulk of
the oil. This often is very difficult and even impossible
practically, and so methods of sampling have to be
employed in practice which will approximate as nearly
as possible an accurate sample.
Methods of sampling vary with the kind of container.
What is applicable to one is not to another. The